The long-term results of electric fire hand burns in children.
An 11-year retrospective series of 95 deep, electric fire hand burns in children was studied and the epidemiology, treatment and operative management analysed. From this series a group of 14 patients was recruited to assess the long-term results of this injury. At long-term follow-up (mean 14.4 years) the recorded parameters included range of movement, hand sensation, power and size. Photographs were taken and any subjective problems noted. Analysis of these data showed a marked variation in range of movement, sensation, size and appearance of the injured hands. Despite this, complaints about cosmetic results or any restriction of activities were rare. In conclusion, these injuries are particularly destructive but with appropriate surgical management, albeit protracted, and despite imperfect cosmetic results, excellent function can be obtained in the growing hand.